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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce 
 

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent .  

Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the 

sam e way as they m ark the last . 

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates 

m ust  be rewarded for what  they have shown they can do 

rather than penalised for om issions. 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  

according to their  percept ion of where the grade 

boundaries m ay lie. 

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark 

schem e should be used appropriately. 

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be 

awarded. Exam iners should always award full m arks if 

deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m ark schem e.  

Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according 

to the m ark schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will 

provide the pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and 

exem plificat ion m ay be lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of 

the m ark schem e to a candidate’s response, the team  

leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate 

has replaced it  with an alternat ive response. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Pap er  1   
 

Sect ion  A  

Read in g   

AO2  

( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent   

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of writers’ ideas and perspect ives  

( iii)  understand and m ake som e evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their  effects 
 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

An sw er  Mar k

1  Exam iners should reward only the correct  answer:  

 grey  

1  

 

 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

An sw er  Mar k

2  Exam iners should reward the ident ificat ion of phrases 

that  show an understanding of the difficult ies that  

Nando had in speaking and should only reward the 

following. 

 

One m ark for each phrase ident ified, up to three m arks 

for:  

 

 ‘I  t r ied desperately to speak’ 

  ‘m y lips could not  form  the words’ 

 ( ‘the effort  quickly drained)  m y st rength’ 

 ‘( I  closed m y eyes)  and let  m yself dr ift  back into 

the shadows’ 

 ‘I  t r ied again to speak’ 

 ( ‘all I  could m anage was)  a hoarse whisper’ 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

An sw er  Mar k

3  Exam iners should reward all valid responses up to f ou r  

m arks. Look to reward the quality of explanat ion rather 

than sim ply count ing the num ber of features or phrases 

that  have been ident ified:  

 

 he is kind and caring as we can see from  the care 

he takes over Nando 

 he is persistent  in t rying to wake Nando 

 he is a realist  as it  seem s they had given up hope 

that  Nando, who has been unconscious for three 

days, would live 

 he is a survivor 

 he has ragged hair and brown eyes 

 he is Nando’s fr iend 

 he is a tough character, ser ious, st rong-willed and 

intense 

 he is confident  but  his confidence appears to have 

been knocked by the accident   

 despite it  all he is gent le in the way that  he 

cleans the blood from  Nando’s face 

4  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  Mar k

4  Exam iners should refer to the following bullet  points and 

then to the table on page 8 to reach an overall 

j udgem ent . 

 

There are m any features in the passage that  are worthy 

of com m ent . Exam iners m ust  reward all valid points 

that  show an engagem ent  with the text  and an 

appreciat ion of the writer 's technique rather than have a 

set  agenda of item s that  they are looking for.  

 

Candidates m ay refer to som e of the following points:  

Th e w ay s in  w h ich  Nan d o ’s g r ow in g  aw ar en ess 

i s d escr ib ed :  

 the passage opens with an em phasis upon the 

absence of awareness of any sort :  ‘there was 

nothing, no fear or sadness, no sense of the 

passage of t im e, not  even the glim m er…’ 

 the im agery used em phasises the depth of 

Nando’s unconsciousness:  ‘like a diver swim m ing 

slowly to the surface’ 

 im agery is used to describe the pain he 

experiences as he becom es conscious, as if his 

consciousness as well as his body has been 

injured:  ‘seeped through m y brain like a slow 

bleed’ 

 the next  phase of awareness is a t ransit ional one 

and is described in a variety of ways as ‘twilight ’,  

‘pools of light  and shadow’ 

 he experiences a setback as he loses st rength 

and lapses back into unconsciousness 

 his inabilit y to understand the three sim ple 

statem ents shows that  he is not  yet  fully 

conscious 

 it  takes a long t im e for him  to regain 

consciousness;  we know that  he has been 

unconscious for three days and even now he 

‘hovered in this haze for hours.’ 

 

Th e d i f f i cu l t ies t h at  Nan d o  h as t o  d eal  w i t h  on ce 

h e i s aw ak e:  

 the two key difficult ies that  Nando has to deal 

with are cold and injury, which he sum s up and 

em phasises by using italics:  ‘Why am  I  so cold? 

Why does m y head hurt  so badly?’ 

 the cold is described in the m ost  ext rem e term s:  

‘Never had I  im agined anything like the bit ter  

sub-zero gusts that  blew through the fuselage. 

1 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

This was a savage, bone-crushing cold’ 

 he experiences the cold at  a m olecular level, 

em phasising its st rength:  ‘I  felt  the pain in every 

cell of m y body’ 

 he uses powerful adject ives to describe the pain 

in his head:  ‘raw and ferocious’ 

 he uses a vivid and disturbing im age com paring 

the pain in his head to a wild anim al clawing to 

get  out  

 the realisat ion of his cranial injur ies induces near 

panic and chest  pains 

 the blood on his shir t  and face indicates the 

extent  of the injury that  he has suffered. 

 

Par t i cu lar  w o r d s, p h r ases an d  t ech n iq u es:  

 the st ructure of the passage charts Nando’s 

journey into consciousness and towards 

rem em brance and realisat ion. I t  begins with 

nothingness and ends with ‘I  began to rem em ber’ 

 repet it ion of negat ive language to indicate his 

lack of consciousness:  ‘nothing, no fear or  

sadness, no sense of the passage of t im e, not  

even the glim m er of a thought ’ 

 frequent  use of sim ile to create st rong visual 

im agery:  ‘like a diver swim m ing slowly to the 

surface’;  ‘cold that  scalded m y skin like acid’  

 use of powerful adject ives to describe the violent  

dam age that  the plane has suffered:  ‘bat tered 

walls’;  ‘shat tered plast ic, twisted scraps of m etal’ 

 use of short  sentences for blunt  em phasis:  ‘I  did 

not ’ 

 use of quest ions to em phasise Nando’s lack of 

understanding 

 use of paradox as the cold burns like acid 

 use of com pound sentences creat ing lists to detail 

the different  facets of Roberto’s character:  ‘but  

behind the kindness was som ething else, a 

wildness, a hardness, a sense of desperat ion held 

in check’ 

 use of italics to indicate Nando’s internal dialogue 

and st rength of feeling:  ‘Why am  I  so cold? Why 

does m y head hurt  so badly?’ 

 direct  speech used to give the passage im m ediacy 

and to indicate the life that  exists beyond Nando’s 

consciousness 

 creat ion of pathos in the descr ipt ion of his own 

bloodstained shirt  as:  ‘this sad m ess’ 

 use of graphic and tact ile language to shock and 

to describe his shir t :  ‘the front  of m y shir t  was 

coated with a dam p brown crust  and when I  

touched it  with the t ip of m y finger... ’ 



 
 

 

Qu est ion  4  

Lev el   Mar k   AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

0   No rewardable m ater ial.  

 Lev el  1  1 -  3   Basic understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response  

 Engagem ent  with the text  is basic, with lit t le 

developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited success  

 Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to create effect , with lit t le use 

m ade of appropriate exam ples to support  ideas.  

Lev el  2   4 -  6   Som e understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response  

 Engagem ent  with the text  is generally apparent ,  

with som e developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are developed with som e success  

 Som e evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to create effect , with som e use 

m ade of appropriate exam ples to support  ideas.  

Lev el  3   7 -  9   Sound understanding of the text  is evident  in the 

response  

 Assured engagem ent  with the text , with thorough 

developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are thoroughly developed and 

sustained  

 Assured evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to create effect , with use 

m ade of thoroughly appropriate exam ples to 

support  ideas.  

Lev el  4   10 -  12   Percept ive understanding of the text  is evident  in 

the response  

 Discrim inat ing engagem ent  with the text , with 

percept ive developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed and 

sustained  

 Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic 

and st ructural devices to create effect , with 

discr im inat ing use m ade of appropriate exam ples 

to support  ideas.  

 

To t a l  f o r  Sect ion  A:  2 0  Mar k s 

 



 
 

Sect ion  B 

 
Par t  1   

 

AO2   

Read in g   

( i)  read and understand texts with insight  and engagem ent   

( ii)  develop and sustain interpretat ions of writers’ ideas and perspect ives 

( iii)  understand and m ake som e evaluat ion of how writers use linguist ic and 

st ructural devices to achieve their  effects 
 

Qu est io

n  

n u m b er  

I n d icat iv e con t en t  Mar k

5  Exam iners should refer to the following bullet  points and 

then to the table on page 11 to com e to an overall 

j udgem ent . Exam iners m ust  reward all valid points that  

show engagem ent  and insight .  

 

Candidates m ay refer to som e of the following points:  

Cl im at e Ch an g e:  Th e Fact s 

 the writer presents the art icle as object ively 

scient ific but  uses techniques of persuasion 

 the t it le is em phat ic and unequivocal 

 quot ing the source gives the art icle credibilit y:  it  is 

‘in associat ion with the Science Museum ’;  

credibilit y is also created by referr ing to ‘the 

world’s best  clim ate scient ists’ 

 use of two quest ions in the subheading to engage 

the reader 

 use of idiom , ‘hot  potato’,  and slang ‘fart ing cows’,  

to at tem pt  to use everyday language and to 

engage all readers in scient ific issues 

 st ructure is fam iliar from  FAQ pages with each 

subheading being a quest ion, followed by the text  

which gives the answer 

 extensive use of stat ist ics throughout  creates an 

im pression of scient ific precision and accuracy 

 use of scient ific vocabulary throughout  m aintains 

scient ific credibilit y, ‘chem ical com posit ion’,  

‘m ethane clathrate com pounds’ 

 appears to use object ive and scient ific language, 

but  includes em ot ive and value- laden language:  

‘relent less r ise’, ‘nasty st ing in it s tail’,  ‘pushing 

tem peratures sky high’ 

 uses a variety of sentences, often sim ple 

sentences, m any of which are statem ents:  ‘By 

2000 they were 17%  higher than in 1959’ 

 later sentences m ake use of the m odal form  to 

suggest  possibilit y or uncertainty:  ‘but  if’,  ‘this 

release m ay cause’, ‘one potent ial t r igger could be’ 

 use of single-word sentence for em phasis:  ‘No’ 

1 0  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 art icle ends with the gent ly em ot ive ‘Unfortunately 

not ’,  but  without  any appeal to the reader to take 

act ion of any kind. 

 

 

 

 

W h at  i s g lob a l  w ar m in g ? 

 extensive use of colour for clar ity:  yellow for the 

heat  of the sun, two different  shades of blue 

represent  the earth’s atm osphere, use of intense 

red for global warm ing  

 throughout , the im ages are representat ive and are 

not  at  all to scale 

 earth is represented in silhouet te as both urban 

and natural 

 use of arrows to indicate the direct ional flow of the 

heat  

 arrows m irror a wave pat tern to show that  they 

represent  a heat  source 

 relat ive size of arrows in the upper diagram  

indicates the relat ive am ount  of heat  com ing from  

the sun and the m uch sm aller am ount  radiated 

back by the earth 

 use of num bers to indicate the sequence of events 

across the cent ral im age 

 with the except ion of the t it le and the quest ion 

below, all other parts of the diagram  are 

statem ents without  punctuat ion, labelling elem ents 

of the diagram  

 the line graph and em issions breakdown at  the 

bot tom  of the page are wholly coloured in shades 

of orange and yellow to represent  the heat  of 

global warm ing 

 the graph and breakdown contain no explanatory 

text  beyond t it le and labelling.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Qu est ion  5  

Lev el   Mar k   AO2  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1   1 -  3   Basic understanding of the text  is evident  in 
the response  

 Engagem ent  with the text  is basic, with lit t le 
developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are developed with lim ited 
success  

 Lim ited evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect ,  with lit t le use m ade of appropriate 
exam ples to support  ideas  

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, lim ited balance is 
evident .  

Lev el  2   4 -  7   Generally sound or sound understanding of 
the text  is evident  in the response  

 Most ly clear or clear engagem ent  with the 
text , with developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are developed and sustained 
with som e success  

 Most ly sound or sound evaluat ion of how 
writers use linguist ic and st ructural devices 
to create effect , with clear use m ade of 
appropriate exam ples to support  ideas  

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, clear balance is 
evident .  

Lev el  3   8 -  10   Percept ive understanding of the text  is 
evident  in the response  

 Discrim inat ing engagem ent  with the text ,  
with developm ent  in the response  

 I nterpretat ions are percept ively developed 
and sustained  

 Percept ive evaluat ion of how writers use 
linguist ic and st ructural devices to create 
effect , with assured use m ade of appropriate 
exam ples to support  ideas  

 Where response requires considerat ion of 
two or m ore features, a percept ive balanced 
approach is evident .   

 



 
 

Sect ion  B 
 
p ar t  2   

 

Ran g e o f  w r i t in g :  ex p lo r e, im ag in e, en t er t a in ;  ar g u e, p er su ad e, 

ad v ise;  in f o r m , ex p la in , d escr ib e  

 

W r i t in g  

AO3   

( i)  com m unicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for 

different  readers and purposes  

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a 

variety of linguist ic and st ructural features  

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate 

punctuat ion and spelling 

 

 

Qu est ion  

n u m b er   

I n d icat iv e con t en t   Mar k   

6   Markers should use the gr id on page 13 to award m arks 

for this writ ing act ivity.  

 

The assessm ent  of writ ing involves a judgem ent  about  a 

writer 's abilit y to const ruct  and convey m eaning in 

writ ten language, m atching style to audience and 

purpose. Writ ing is m arked against  three skills areas 

which assess the Writ ing Assessm ent  Object ives. 

 

Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total m arks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar.  

 

The best - fit  approach  

An answer m ay not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessm ent  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to 

receive a m ark within that  band range, since on 

individual cr iter ia the answer m ay m eet  the descriptor 

for a higher or lower m ark range. The best - fit  approach 

should be used to determ ine the m ark which 

co r r esp on d s m ost  closely  to the overall quality of the 

response.  
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Qu est ion  6  

Lev el   Mar k   AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

0  No rewardable m ater ial.  

Lev el  1   1 -  3   Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in 

clar ity  

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the 

writ ing and the intended reader  

 Organisat ion is sim ple with lim ited success in 

opening and developm ent   

 Sentences show basic at tem pt  to st ructure and 

cont rol expression and m eaning. A lim ited range of 

sentence st ructures is used  

 Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended em phasis and 

effects  

 Spelling is basic in accuracy, with m any slips which 

will hinder m eaning  

Lev el  2   4 -  7   Com m unicates clearly  

 Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding 

of the expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended 

reader shown  

 Organisat ion is sound or m ost ly sound with clear 

text  st ructure;  cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  

opening, developm ent  and closure together with 

som e successful use of cohesive devices  

 Sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and m eaning. 

A reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures is 

used  

 Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to 

be conveyed for m ost  of the response  

 Spelling is m ost ly accurate, with som e slips which 

do not  hinder m eaning  

Lev el  3   8 -  10   Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary  

 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader  

 Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a 

range of cohesive devices  

 Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used  

 Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 

conveyed  

 Spelling is consistent ly accurate  

 

TOTAL FOR SECTI ON B =  2 0  MARKS 

 

 



 
 

Sect ion  C:  W r i t in g   
  
Ran g e o f  w r i t in g :  in f o r m , ex p la in , d escr ib e  

 

W r i t in g  

AO3   

( i)  com m unicate clearly and appropriately, using and adapt ing form s for 

different  readers and purposes  

( ii)  organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts using a 

variety of linguist ic and st ructural features  

( iii)  use a range of sentence st ructures effect ively, with accurate 

punctuat ion and spelling 

 

Quest ion 

num ber  

I ndicat ive content   Mark 

7   The writ ing t r iplet  assessed on this quest ion is writ ing to 

inform , explain and describe.  

 

Weaker answers m ay be fragm entary or lack coherence. 

Candidates m ay lack the ability to explain them selves or 

m ay assum e understanding that  the reader does not  have. 

A useful discr im inat ing factor will be the extent  to which 

the writer is able to engage the interests of the reader by 

using a variety of techniques.  

 

The assessm ent  of writ ing involves a judgem ent  about  a 

writer 's abilit y to const ruct  and convey m eaning in writ ten 

language, m atching style to audience and purpose. Writ ing 

is m arked against  three skills areas which assess the 

Writ ing Assessm ent  Object ives.  

 

Markers should allocate about  a t h i r d  of the total m arks 

for accuracy in spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar.  

 

The ‘best - fit ’ approach  

An answer m ay not  always sat isfy every one of the 

assessment  cr iter ia for a part icular band in order to 

receive a m ark within that  band range, since on individual 

cr iter ia the answer m ay m eet  the descriptor for a higher or 

lower m ark range. The ‘best - fit ’ approach should be used 

to determ ine the m ark which co r r esp on d s m ost  closely  

to the overall quality of the response.  

2 0   

 



 
 

 

Qu est ion  7  

Lev el   Mar k   AO3  ( i ) / ( i i ) / ( i i i )   

0  No rewardable m ater ial.  

Lev el  

1   

1 -  4   Com m unicat ion is at  a basic level, and lim ited in clar ity 

 Lit t le awareness is shown of the purpose of the writ ing 

and the intended reader  

 Organisat ion is sim ple with lim ited success in opening 

and developm ent   

 Sentences show basic at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and m eaning. A lim ited range of sentence 

st ructures is used  

 Basic cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, with 

lit t le success in conveying intended em phasis and 

effects  

 Spelling is basic in accuracy, with m any slips which will 

hinder m eaning  

Lev el  

2   

5 -  8   Com m unicates in a broadly appropriate way  

 Shows som e grasp of the purpose and of the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader  

 Som e grasp of text  st ructure, with opening and 

developm ent  and som e appropriate use of 

paragraphing and other sequencing devices  

 Sentences show som e at tem pt  to st ructure and cont rol 

expression and m eaning. Som e variety of sentence 

st ructures used  

 Som e cont rol of a range of punctuat ion devices, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 

for som e of the response  

 Spelling is som et im es accurate, with som e slips which 

m ay hinder m eaning  

Lev el  

3   

9 -12   Com m unicates clearly  

 Generally clear sense of purpose and understanding of 

the expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader 

shown  

 Organisat ion is sound with clear text  st ructure;  

cont rolled paragraphing to reflect  opening, 

developm ent  and closure together with som e successful 

use of cohesive devices  

 Sentences are generally clearly st ructured, with 

generally sound cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

reasonable select ion of sentence st ructures is used  

 Generally sound cont rol of a range of punctuat ion 

devices, enabling intended em phasis and effects to be 

conveyed for m ost  of the response  

 Spelling is m ost ly accurate, with som e slips which do 

not  hinder m eaning  



 
 

 

Lev el  

4   

13 -  

16  

 Com m unicates effect ively  

 A secure realisat ion of the writ ing task according to the 

writer 's purpose and the expectat ions/ requirem ents of 

the intended reader is shown  

 Organisat ion is secure, text  st ructure is well- judged;  

effect ive paragraphing and a range of cohesive devices 

between and within paragraphs  

 Sentences are purposefully st ructured, with sustained 

cont rol of expression and m eaning. A wide and varied 

select ion of sentence st ructures is used 

 Thorough cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 

 Spelling is alm ost  always accurate, with occasional slips

Lev el  

5   

17-

20  

 Com m unicat ion is percept ive and subt le with 

discr im inat ing use of a full vocabulary  

 Task is sharply focused on purpose and the 

expectat ions/ requirem ents of the intended reader  

 Sophist icated cont rol of text  st ructure, skilfully 

sustained paragraphing, assured applicat ion of a range 

of cohesive devices  

 Sentences are convincingly st ructured, with 

sophist icated cont rol of expression and m eaning. A 

convincing select ion of sentence st ructures is used  

 Cont rol of the full range of punctuat ion is precise, 

enabling intended em phasis and effects to be conveyed 

 Spelling is consistent ly accurate  

 

TOTAL FOR SECTI ON C:  2 0  MARKS 

 

TOTAL FOR PAPER:  6 0  MARKS 
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